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was well aware, no successor had the ability to carry
through, Walpolo protested, as so many men since
have protested in tho same circumstances, that nothing
was further from his mind than to embarrass government.
But when irum leave colleagues in a government, they
seldom BOO how far their departure may lead them. The
spirit of party, and the restlessness of a powerful nature,
were too strong for the practice of benevolent neutrality.
While loudly disclaiming any desire to embarrass tho
king's ministers, ho still found himself invariably com-
pelled bitterly to resist all thoir measures. Ho opposed
the Mutiny Bill, though its provisions wore merely
formal, and wore necessary. He opposed tho repeal of
the Schism Act, though ho had himself once denounced
it as more worthy of Julian tho Apostate than of the
Protestant Parliament of England, So apt is party
spirit to degenerate into moral paradox,

Yet nono of those excesses or inconsistencies shook
his hold on Parliament. Nor is that hold hard to
understand. To begin with, ho showed upon occasion
the moderating temper which tho House of Commons
always secretly respects, even in its moments of passion
and of heat, and which it always recognises when the
heat has evaporated, A member had greatly offended
the I louse, by bringing against a certain set of men that
charge of obstruction whiah has become part of the
common form of party suuldmg in later days. A, few
words from Walpolo were enough to save the gentleman
from being sent to tho Tower. Shipptin, the Jacobite
leader, said of the lting'8 speech that it seemed rather
calculated lor the meridian of Germany than of Great
Britain, and regretted his Majesty's ignorance of out